
Writing a Fantastic Paragraph
Get your students to improve their paragraph writing skills! This set of worksheets focuses on organization and adding supporting details.
Print the whole collection to get your kids writing expert paragraphs in no time.
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be a detective

Story Order

 The entire class decided that the movie they watched was 
very exciting.  First, a princess was kidnapped from her castle.  
Next, the main character magically became a knight in shining 
armor.  Finally, the knight crossed the forest and saved the 
princess.  Clearly, the movie was full of adventure.

Read the story, then write the main idea in the top box.  
Next, summarize three details and a conclusion in the remaining boxes. 

Main Idea

Detail Detail

Detail

Conclusion

:Case 1
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be a detective

Story Order

 The Smith family would remember this vacation for a long time.  They 
liked going camping, and first they got ready months ahead by going on 
hikes regularly.  On their vacation they hiked down to the bottom of the 
Grand Canyon.  Then they rafted down part of the Colorado River which 
runs through the canyon.  Their river guide was knowledgeable and 
friendly.  And, everyone had a good sense of humor.  All these things came 
together to make for a memorable trip.

Read the story, then write the main idea in the top box.  
Next, summarize three details and a conclusion in the remaining boxes. 

Main Idea

Detail Detail

Detail

Conclusion

:Case 2 
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The Main Idea: The most important idea in a paragraph.  

Supporting Details:  Details that tell you more about the main idea.

Supporting details make your main idea stronger!

MAIN IDEA
What kind of pet do you have?

SUPPORTING DETAILS

Describe your pet’s personality? 
Playful, loving, quiet, funny, loyal?

SUPPORTING DETAILS

What is your pet’s name? 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What does your pet look like? 
Describe your pet.

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

How long have you had your pet? 

Supporting Details

Your Pet
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Supporting Details:  Details that tell you more about the main idea.

Supporting details make your main idea stronger!

MAIN IDEA
Who is your best friend?

Why are you best friends?

SUPPORTING DETAILS

How long have you known  
each other?

SUPPORTING DETAILS

What does your best friend look like? 

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What is your best friend like? 
Describe his or her personality.

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What do you do together? 
What are your favorite activities?

Supporting Details

Best Friends
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TOPIC
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        Name:

       Fact                Opinion

MAIN  IDEA

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

Character’s         Setting

Problem         Solution

Spider Web Story Map Story Hamburger
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Graphic Organizers 
 • (1) Star Story Organizer: where the middle of the star is the “TOPIC” and each point of the star is Who, 
What, Where, When and Why. 
 • (1) Bubble Story Organizer: where the middle bubble is the “TOPIC” and the 8 bubbles coming out from 
the main bubble are the “supporting details” 
 • See this example http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/star/gifs/trexstar.GIF
 • (1) Fact or Opinion Chart
 • (1) Venn Diagram: compare 2 different stories (or characters) to see how they are similar or different.vv
 • (1) Ladder Organizer: where the top rung is the “Main Idea” and each rung below has a supporting 
detail.
 • (1) Spider Web Story Map: should include spaces for “characters”, “setting”, “problem”, “solution”
v • (1) Story Hamburger: where the top bun is the TOPIC, the middle lettuce, tomato, patty, cheese are 
Supporting Details and the bottom bun is the CONCLUSION.
 • (1) Ice Cream Cone: where the cone is the TOPIC and each scoop is a Supporting Detail.

Identifying Action Verbs 
It is important to understand the difference between action verbs and the verb “to be” in writing. All action verbs 
show action, while the verb “to be” describes state of being – is, am, are, was, were.  Read the list of sentences 
below. Circle the verbs in each sentence and indicate whether the sentence is active or passive. 

Some sample sentences that use the verb “to be” as the main verb:
 • My parents are hard working people.
 • Helping people who need support after a disaster is a good way to spend your time.
 • We were scared when the electricity went out during the storm.
 • While waiting in line to pay for our tickets, my father was on his cell phone.
 • The horses the students wanted to ride were in the stable being brushed.

Some sample sentences that use action verbs as the main verb:
 • The sun rises in the east every day.
 • Playing basketball after school with friends builds a healthy body.
 • We rushed to the bus stop because my sister took too much time combing her hair.
 • When brushing my dog’s long hair, I slowly stroke along her whole body.
 • My brother waits until the last minute to get out of his bed.

Using Action Verbs
It is important to understand the difference between action verbs and the verb “to be” in writing. All action verbs 
show action, while the verb “to be” describes state of being – is, am, are, was, were. While it’s okay to use “to be” 
sometimes, your writing will shine much more when you use lots of action verbs instead of the verb “to be”! 
Practice editing the sentences below by changing the “to be” verb to an action verb. 

Sample sentence: The children are on the playing field.
                       The children run on the playing field.
 • While waiting in line at the fair, my father was on his cell phone.
 • The crayons were on the floor in a big mess.
 • I made a funny face because the light was in my eyes.
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        Name:

       Fact                Opinion

MAIN  IDEA

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

SUPPORTING DETAIL

Graphic Organizers 
 • (1) Star Story Organizer: where the middle of the star is the “TOPIC” and each point of the star is Who, 
What, Where, When and Why. 
 • (1) Bubble Story Organizer: where the middle bubble is the “TOPIC” and the 8 bubbles coming out from 
the main bubble are the “supporting details” 
 • See this example http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/star/gifs/trexstar.GIF
 • (1) Fact or Opinion Chart
 • (1) Venn Diagram: compare 2 different stories (or characters) to see how they are similar or different.vv
 • (1) Ladder Organizer: where the top rung is the “Main Idea” and each rung below has a supporting 
detail.
 • (1) Spider Web Story Map: should include spaces for “characters”, “setting”, “problem”, “solution”
 • (1) Story Hamburger: where the top bun is the TOPIC, the middle lettuce, tomato, patty, cheese are 
Supporting Details and the bottom bun is the CONCLUSION.
 • (1) Ice Cream Cone: where the cone is the TOPIC and each scoop is a Supporting Detail.

Identifying Action Verbs 
It is important to understand the difference between action verbs and the verb “to be” in writing. All action verbs 
show action, while the verb “to be” describes state of being – is, am, are, was, were.  Read the list of sentences 
below. Circle the verbs in each sentence and indicate whether the sentence is active or passive. 

Some sample sentences that use the verb “to be” as the main verb:
 • My parents are hard working people.
 • Helping people who need support after a disaster is a good way to spend your time.
 • We were scared when the electricity went out during the storm.
 • While waiting in line to pay for our tickets, my father was on his cell phone.
 • The horses the students wanted to ride were in the stable being brushed.

Some sample sentences that use action verbs as the main verb:
 • The sun rises in the east every day.
 • Playing basketball after school with friends builds a healthy body.
 • We rushed to the bus stop because my sister took too much time combing her hair.
 • When brushing my dog’s long hair, I slowly stroke along her whole body.
 • My brother waits until the last minute to get out of his bed.

Using Action Verbs
It is important to understand the difference between action verbs and the verb “to be” in writing. All action verbs 
show action, while the verb “to be” describes state of being – is, am, are, was, were. While it’s okay to use “to be” 
sometimes, your writing will shine much more when you use lots of action verbs instead of the verb “to be”! 
Practice editing the sentences below by changing the “to be” verb to an action verb. 

Sample sentence: The children are on the playing field.
                       The children run on the playing field.
 • While waiting in line at the fair, my father was on his cell phone.
 • The crayons were on the floor in a big mess.
 • I made a funny face because the light was in my eyes.
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Name:      
Date:Writing a Paragaraph

Topics:  Jungle  School  4th of July

Topic Sentence: 

Detail #1: 

Detail #2:

Detail #3: 

Write a complete paragraph using the topic sentence and details 
you wrote above.

Choose one of the topics and fill in the graphic organizer 
by writing a topic sentence and three supporting details.
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Name: 
Date:

Choose one of the topics and fill in the graphic organizer by writing 
a topic sentence and three supporting details.
Topics:  Movies  Summer Mini Golf

Topic Sentence: 

Detail #1: 

Detail #2:

Detail #3: 

Write a complete paragraph using the topic sentence and 
details you have provided above.

Choose one of the topics and fill in the graphic organizer 
by writing a topic sentence and three supporting details.

Writing a Paragraph
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The Main Idea: The most important idea in a paragraph.  

Supporting Details:  Details that tell you more about the main idea.

Supporting details make your main idea stronger!

MAIN IDEA
If you could be a super hero, 

what would you be?

SUPPORTING DETAILS
What do you look like? 
Do you have a costume? 

SUPPORTING DETAILS
What are your super powers? 

What can you do that is special?

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
What do you do with your powers? 

How do you help people?

SUPPORTING DETAILS 
What are you like when you’re not a
 hero? Are you an ordinary person?

 Do you hide out somewhere?

Supporting Details
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The Main Idea: The most important idea in a paragraph.  

Supporting Details:  Details that tell you more about the main idea.

Supporting details make your main idea stronger!

MAIN IDEA
What kind of home do you live in? 

A house? An apartment? Describe it.

SUPPORTING DETAILS

What is outside your home? Do you 
have a patio, yard or a garden?

SUPPORTING DETAILS

Who lives with you? Parents? 
Brothers and sisters? Anyone else?

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What is your room like?  
Do you share your room? Describe it.

SUPPORTING DETAILS 

What is your neighborhood like? 
Do you live in a city, small town,  

suburb, or the country?

Supporting Details

Your Home
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John took a deep breath before he…

sentence starters

He was feeling...
because...

John’s mom always said…

At the end of the day,
John...
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There was a loud knock on the door, and…

sentence starters

We were surprised when…

I knew I had to…

What I didn’t know was...

In the end...
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Mia is planning a…

sentence starters

She wanted to invite…

To prepare, she had to get...

Her friends also 
wanted to…

The day turned out to be...
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When I woke up in the forest, I…

sentence starters

I felt very…

But I remembered one important thing: …

To get home, I had to…

In the end, I…
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